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B-3485 - B-3487 1855-1899 
108-112 E. West St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Semi-public access 

The north side of the 100 block of E. West St. is occupied exclusively 
by the Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church and its subsidiary buildings. The 
large Gothic Revival style red brick church building, with its imposing east 
end apse and tower, was built in the late 1850's for the increasingly large 
German Catholic population in the community. The church building is located 
at 108 E. West St. To the east, at 110 E. West St. is the three story, five 
bay wide brick parish office, with shed roof and deep, paneled wooden cornice. 
This simple, Classical Revival structure was built in the early 1870's to 
serve as a school operated by the church. At 112 E. West St. is the Carruthers 
building, now the Allen Center for Senior Citizens, an imposing three story, 
five bay wide brown brick building with shed roof and elaborate Classical 
Revival stone trim, including a simulated brick "rusticated" basement, full-
height arched bays, and a wide arched entranceway. The building was constructed 
in the 1890's. 
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This three story, five bay brick building with shed roof and bracketed cornice 
serves as the Parish Office of the Holy Cross Catholic Church and was built as part 
of the church complex. 

The building is three stories in height, five bays wide, and occupies a lot about 
120' deep. The building is two rooms deep with a two story high, two bay deep rear 
addition. It is constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped by a stamped 
sheet metal cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding supported by a 
two of plain modillions set above a deep freize area punctuated by five panels with 
embossed swag motifs. 

All of the door and window openings have segmentally arched brick lintels. 
Originally the windows were filled with 1/1 double hung sash with the upper pane 
cut to fit the curve of the arched lintel, but the sash have been replaced with modern 
1/1 sash and the curved area above filled in with solid wood tympanums on the second 
and third floor windows. The sills on the upper windows are stone; those on the first 
floor windows are marble. The entire basement area of the facade has been faced with 
marble and six marble steps lead to the entrance. A modern pair of plain wooden doors 
are set beneath a wide, arched single light transom, with a wooden panel filling the 
space between the transom area and the new, smaller doors. Four rectangular basement 
window openings are located beneath the first floor windows. A decorative iron fence 
surrounds the shallow front yard. 
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See under 198 E. West St. 

This building was built to serve as a parochial school attached to the Church 
adjoining. When the school closed recently the building was converted to use as 
the Parish Offices. 

. • • 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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Holy Cross Parish Office 
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Block 0951 Lot001-CO0951 
Baltimore City 
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